01/30/2013

 St. Tammany Fire Protection District No. 1

Board of Commissioners

Special Meeting

Minutes

January 30, 2013
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.
The pledge of allegiance and prayer were given.

Roll Call: Chairman Kline and Commissioners Risley, Kingston, Brackett and McDonald were present. 

Commissioner McDonald made a motion to un-table Resolution 2013-002, Relating to the BOC’s Review of Disciplinary Actions. Commissioner Kingston seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Commissioner McDonald made a motion to adopt Resolution 2013-002. Commissioner Risley seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Kingston made a motion to un-table the appointment of the BOC Chairman. Commissioner Brackett seconded the motion.


Selection of Board Chairman-
Chairman Kline requested that each of the candidates come forward and discuss their qualifications and the reason that they would like to serve as Chairman. 



Mike Rich- Mr. Rich stated that he has served on the Board since 2004. He stated that he was part of the team that did some good work and brought the fire district to a level that, in his opinion, is number one in the State. He stated that his qualifications speak for themself.


John Smith- Mr. Smith stated that he was a 39 year Banking Executive, served as Chairman of The Chamber (twice), Chairman of the Board at Ochsner (currently), and President of the Hospice Foundation. He stated that he is retired and has time to dedicate to the position. He stated that he is here as an alternative to Mr. Rich and Mr. Rich’s election would be great, as he has good experience. Mr. Smith stated that if the Board chooses not to elect Mr. Rich, he will remain a candidate.  He stated that he has service in the community, in many roles, and would like to serve in this role, only as an alternative to Mr. Rich.


Daniel “Dan” Crowley- Mr. Crowley stated that he has been in the Navy for 24 years (retired in 2009). He has lived in Slidell since 2003 and served as President of his Homeowner’s Association (since 2004). Mr. Crowley stated that he now has the opportunity to give back to the community. He stated that throughout his 24 years in the Navy, he has either become a leader of, or got involved to make a difference. Mr. Crowley stated that he read about some of the issues going on in the paper and had the opportunity to speak with Chad Duffaut (Union President) and Chief Hess and it was mentioned that they were looking for some people in the community to get involved. He stated that he sees great things going on and feels that he can make a difference. He further stated that during his 24 years in the Navy, he became a Master Training Specialist and did firefighting on the flight deck. 



(The floor was opened for comments)



Billy Dekemel, Vice President of SFFA- Mr. Dekemel stated that the Board has been presented with candidates having a lot of qualifications and a lot of different backgrounds. The Firefighter’s Associations would likely endorse Mr. Rich; as he has good working knowledge of the Board. He further stated that the other candidates appear to be great people, also.


Richard Reardon- Mr. Reardon thanked the Board for seeking the public’s involvement.



Commissioner Kingston- Commissioner Kingston thanked those who came out.


Commissioner McDonald- Commissioner McDonald stated that he was glad to see individuals come forward and that it will be a tough decision.



Chairman Kline- Chairman Kline, not wanting to take from the other candidates, stated that he would like to endorse Mr. Rich. He stated that he has worked on the Board with Mr. Rich and thinks that he is a good facilitator, always willing to listen to everyone’s side, and makes decisions based on what he thinks are in the best interest of the Fire District.
Commissioner McDonald made a motion to nominate Daniel Crowley for Chairman. Commissioner Kingston seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Brackett made a motion to nominate Mike Rich.

With a motion, and a second, Chairman Kline called for the vote on the nomination for Daniel Crowley.

Kingston 
aye

Risley
aye

Brackett
nay

McDonald aye

The motion carried.
Commissioner Kingston made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Brackett seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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