02/12//2011

 St. Tammany Fire Protection District No. 1

Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting

Minutes

February 12, 2011
The meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m.

The pledge of allegiance and prayer were given.
Roll Call: Chairman Kline and Commissioners Davis, Rich, Risley and Kingston were present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES- 

Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2010 meeting. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS 
NEW BUSINESS -
A)  Chief’s Report-
a) Apparatus Discussion (Tender 11, Engine 16, Sprint Truck)- Chief Hess stated that a series of meetings have been held to discuss an understanding of PIAL. With regards to the water deficiency points that were discussed, Chief Hess stated that we were able to make up some of those points due to increasing the water shuttle delivery capacity from 1,000 to 1,500 gallons per minute. We were able to do this due to Tender 11 being used. Chief Hess requested the Board’s consideration to fund the replacement of that truck.
Chief Hess stated that Engine 16 is next, in the rotation, to be replaced. He requested, due to having funds in the budget, that the budget be augmented to replace Engine 16.

Chief Hess stated that there was discussion on adding a Sprint (EMS) truck on the street, for two purposes:

1. Respond efficiently and safely to all EMS calls, which would provide a Paramedic to be on the scene quickly

2. Two additional people for PIAL manpower credit- we have typically got about half of the manpower credits available. This has been removed from the Board’s consideration due to not having Emergency Medical Dispatchers (additional dispatchers). As Commissioner Risley would like to see the department go in this direction, Chief Hess stated that he will provide detailed information to show what is needed to implement this. He further stated that the recently approved purchase of a system that will mark the location of the trucks will help.
b) Manpower Discussion- (discussed above)
Commissioner Davis asked Chief Hess to address the incident at the Guard Shack. He stated that when Commissioner Kingston arrived at the gate, he was not allowed in and that someone had given the guard his name and told the guard to not allow him in. He further stated that this was unacceptable.

Chairman Kline stated that while he frequently disagrees with other members of the Board, he knows he has a reputation of having the confidence of the firefighters; however, he is appalled.

Union President Chad Duffaut stated that he is the one that talked to the guard at the gate. He gave a copy of Commissioner Kingston’s NOLA.com article and asked the guard, “is it true that if you refuse a breathalyzer that your driver’s license is taken from you, and if so, do you allow anybody to drive on the base without a driver’s license?” The guard said “no”. Chad then said, “here, you can have this copy.” He then stated that the guard evidentially misunderstood and thought that he told him to ban Commissioner Kingston from the base, “which I have no authority to do; I would never do that.” 
Commissioner Davis stated that he feels it’s inappropriate that the firefighters are addressing something that will be addressed by a court. He further stated “you are innocent until proven guilty.” This is a misdemeanor and accusation, nothing has been proven; he’s not guilty of anything.

Commissioner Davis continued on by saying that Commissioner Risley got out this morning and found that her tires were flat, and this isn’t the first time, she’s had her car egged, at her house.  He further stated “that whoever out there is doing these kinds of things, you’re choosing a really, really raunchy road.”
Union President Duffaut stated that the Slidell Firefighter’s Association does not condone that type of activity. Commissioner Davis stated that the Slidell Firefighter’s Association should not be at the gate addressing civil matters, or criminal matters..
Commissioner Risley asked Chad why he did this in the first place and what was the intent when he asked the guard to begin with; to keep him from driving on the property? Chad stated that given that there was a recent newspaper article, and Louisiana having the toughest DWI laws in the country, his understanding was that if you refuse a breathalyzer, your license is taken.
Attorney Troy Ingram stated that Commissioner Kingston has 15 days to request an administrative hearing, and it is his understanding that his license remains valid for at least 30 days, perhaps even longer.

Chief Hess stated that this circumstance may involve the potential of disciplinary action, and he requested, due to certain parameters that should be followed in the way of questioning, notifications, etc., that the Board let him do this administratively.

Commissioners Davis stated that he would like to see, at the Board’s convenience, that an Executive Session be held to choose a course of action. 

Attorney Ingram asked Commissioner Risley if she filed a police report. She stated that she did not, and Mr. Ingram suggested that she file one.
Deputy Chief McInnis stated that he was ashamed if it was anyone associated (or affiliated) with the department, and offered his apologies to Commissioner Risley.

  Deputy Chief Kuhn requested to sit in the executive session. Commissioner Risley stated that they have the right to say who can sit in, and she does not have a problem with it. After further discussion, it was agreed that the department has procedures in place to do investigations and disciplinary actions, and that executive session wouldn’t be needed. Commissioner Davies stated that he would still like an executive session.
Commissioner Davis made a motion to accept the Chief’s report. Commissioner Kingston seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.



         B) PMI Report
1. Employee Benefits 
2. Human Resource

a.)  2010-023A: BOC Resolution (Reduce 4.1% to 2.5% longevity & pay increase effect 01/01/2011)
Commissioner Davis made a motion to accept Resolution 2010-023A. Commissioner Kingston seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Rich voted “nay.” The motion carried.



        
 b.) 2010-024: BOC Resolution (Incentive Pay “Special”- Tabled)



 c.) 2011-001: BOC Resolution (2010 Audit Bid Approval)
Commissioner Davis made a motion to accept Resolution 2011-001. Commissioner Risley seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.




 d.) 2011-002: BOC Resolution (Fire Hose Bid)
Commissioner Davis made a motion to accept Resolution 2011-002. Commissioner Kingston seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.




 e.) 2011-003: BOC Resolution (2011 Section 125 Cafeteria Plan)
Commissioner Davis made a motion to accept Resolution 2011-003. Commissioner Rich seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.




 f.) Disciplinary Action- (tabled)




 g.) Incentive Pay- (tabled)  

3. Payroll
a.) 2011 Pay Scale effective 010/01/2011

b.) 2010 W-2’s 


       4. FRS (Firefighters Retirement System) 
      a.)  FRS Back Pay Audit- pay off balance (outstanding)

      b.)  FRS 2006- Outstanding audit acknowledgement (filed as not in agreement with FRS determination   

      c.) FRS Actuary 2011 Projected ER Rate: 21.5% 


5.  VFIS Special Risk Insurance & LWCC- 
    a.)
2011 VFIS Renewal Questionnaires
Commissioner Risley made a motion to accept the PMI report. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion. The motion carried.

C) DiGiovanni & Associates, CPA’s, L.L.C- 



     The December 31, 2010 financial report was discussed.
Commissioner Risley made a motion to approve the December 31, 2010 financial report. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.


Mr. DiGiovanni discussed the January 2011 financial report.

Commissioner Davis made a motion to accept the January 2011 financial report. Commissioner Risley seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

D) Attorney’s Report- Mr. Ingram reported that the memorandum that he was directed to prepare, regarding Executive Sessions, is complete; however, he did not have it with him for this meeting. He will present it at the next meeting.
Commissioner Risley made a motion to approve the Attorney’s report. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Risley made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m.
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