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Fire Districts Considering Purchasing Partnership 
 

Recently representatives of eleven of the parish’s thirteen fire protection districts met to 
discuss the possible advantages of leveraging their combined purchasing power by forming 
a consortium that would ultimately result in savings in the procurement of goods and 
services.  
 
The group, composed of Commissioners and Fire Chiefs of the various districts, reviewed a 
wide range of common goods and services purchased by the fire departments that may 
have the potential for lower cost impacts on the fire districts, many of whom are feeling the 
budget constraints imposed by the implementation of lower millages adopted by their 
Boards of Commissioners during the recent parish-wide property reassessments conducted 
by the St. Tammany Parish Tax Assessor’s Office.  
 
Fire District officials reviewed cost effective opportunities such as group purchases of 
firefighting tools and equipment, insurances, fire engines and support vehicles, fire station 
maintenance and construction, training, vehicle maintenance, emergency medical supplies, 
station supplies, office supplies, and many other goods and services used on a recurring 
basis by the fire departments. 
 
This idea was experimented with several years ago when a smaller number of the Fire 
Districts signed on to purchase hazardous materials response supplies.  Due to the small 
number of fire departments actually trained or equipped to respond to emergencies 
involving hazardous materials, the attempt failed.  The Fire District now feel that they are 
in a much better position to measure results on a wider scale of goods and services. 
 
Those attending the meetings said they were hopeful that they might be able to engage 
other government agencies to join with them in this effort to add a greater degree of 
leverage to this endeavor.  
 
The fire chiefs noted that they felt it important that they take the lead to work over the 
artificial boarders and parochialism that has hampered inter-government cooperative 



operations for too long.  The fire chiefs stated that there exists an opportunity to 
demonstrate to our customers just how far removed from the old ways of doing business 
the Fire Districts have progressed.  
 
The chiefs stated that they welcome the opportunity to be the standard bearers in the 
manner in which public agencies seek creative solutions when working in today’s 
restrictive financial environment.  They noted that this will be a long road with the 
potential for numerous legal hurdles, but they feel the benefits to the public are worth it.   
 
The next meeting of the group is scheduled for Saturday, February 28th, to review health 
insurance alternatives. 
 


